
The General Manager
65 Homebush Road
STRATHFIELD NSW 2135

By email: council@strathfeld.nsw.gov.au

Dear Mr Wong,

RE: Strathfeld 2040

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Strathfeld’s Draft Local Strategic Planning 
Statement (LSPS): Strathfeld 2040. Climate Action Burwood Canada Bay is a local community 
group representing the interest of residents in the federal electorate of Reid on matters concerning 
climate change mitigation and adaptation.

Land use planning has a signifcant role to play in infuence climate outcomes. Overall, it is 
pleasing to see that many of the actions in the draft LSPS acknowledge this role. Particularly 
commendable are the actions addressing BASIX standards (A101), delivering a climate change 
strategy (A107) and supporting infrastructure that promotes renewables and alternate forms of 
transport (A12, A13, A14, A15, A42, A103). 

Nevertheless, a number of achievable changes are recommended to ensure that the LSPS fulflls its 
potential to minimise the land-use planning related impacts of climate on the local community:

• Targets are required on a number of actions to ensure that the outcomes of the plan are 
meaningful, in particular A4, A42, A97, A103

• The inclusion of alternate forms of transport is welcomed, however, greater emphasis 
needs to be placed on discouraging private car use and creating a more inviting 
environment for active and public transport. This includes, but is not limited to, maximum 
car parking space controls, separation of cycle lanes on key transport corridors (in 
particular Parramatta Road) and mandating end-of-trip facilities at transport hubs and 
commercial developments

• An additional Action should address avenues for Council to encourage residential 
developments that exceed BASIX requirements, for example Bankstown Local 
Environmental Plan 2015’s Clause 4.4A

• An additional Action should address avenues for Council to mandate stronger energy 
effciency metrics for non-residential development, for example through NABERS

• Improved sustainability outcomes for industrial developments in general should be 
incorporated into a new Action, not just through the Enfeld Intermodal (A104)

• Encouraging solar systems in A111 does not address the urban heat island effect. This 
action should be separated into two, one addressing the urban heat island effect and one 
promoting solar systems and other renewables across all land uses

• Planned precincts, corridor developments and large redevelopments and masterplans 
provide signifcant opportunity for positive environmental sustainability outcomes. Whilst 
A3 promotes low-carbon infrastructure in the former two, it should also be incorporated 
into other large-scale developments that Council has greater control over, such as Hudson 
Park, the DFO and Sydney Markets (A33, A77, A78, A95)
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• Additional measures and targets should consider renewables uptake and developments 
that reduce climate impacts. These can include number of developments approved above 
BASIX standard or to a certain NABERS rating and number of rooftop solar systems 
installed

• Increasing canopy cover and green space is critical for to reduce the impacts of urban heat 
and a changing climate. More pocket parks need to be created, especially in the area 
between Homebush Rd, The Boulevard, Liverpool Rd and the train line to relieve heat 
stress

• A signifcant part of canopy cover is on private property. Council must investigate ways to 
increase canopy cover on private property, especially as part of redevelopment of land into 
higher density. This may include tree replacement ratios, such as that used by Sutherland 
Shire, amongst other Councils

• It is inevitable that the changing climate will impact on the viability and effectiveness of 
various types of trees. An additional Action should see Council commit to reviewing and 
updating a list of appropriate trees for the local environment

• Regarding A48, Council needs to consider how climate change, including heat stress, lack 
of rain, and heavy storms will affect heritage buildings and spaces, including gardens, and 
trees.  For example, hardened ground will cause building cracks, and loosen tree roots

• A changing climate will have an impact on all aspects of community life, as such, all 
strategies mentioned in the LSPS must consider the climate change impacts

• Appropriate waste management plays a signifcant role in reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. Council should review its waste and recycling strategy to ensure best practice in 
the local area, including increased composting and diversion from landfll. This would 
have implications on DCP controls that need to be considered

• Council should investigate mechanisms that facilitate co-housing. Not only does this have 
positive social outcomes, it also reduces the community’s per capita ecological footprint

• An additional Action should investigate mechanisms to retroft older buildings to become 
more energy, water and waste effcient. This may include mandatory consideration of these
factors when considering renovation, change of use or other similar applications

It is crucial that these words become tangible outcomes. Climate Action Burwood Canada Bay 
would welcome the opportunity to continue the conversation with Strathfeld Council or assist in 
the delivery of any of relevant actions. 

We would be particularly grateful to be invited to participate in the design of the various strategies
listed and provide insight into the respective impacts of climate change. Should you wish to 
discuss this matter further, please feel free to contact us : climateactionburwood@gmail.com

Warm regards,

Climate Action Burwood Canada Bay
(please note, despite the name, we also represent many Strathfeld residents)
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